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Publisned for tho Off Trail Megazine Publishers Association ( OLPA )« In addition
to OiPA circulation, 35 are distributed free to pecple I think are interested in
reading POOKA., Some sort of periodic expression of interest 1s required to remein
on the mailing list, & check mark here denotes the fact that this is your
last copy unless I hear from you pdq,

* * % * * * » * * * *® * * * * *

Since I am a pack rat by nature, I'm interested in all sorts of odds & ends in the
pulp mags. A general idea of titles I'm looking for are: AVEIGER, BILL BARNES,
SHADOV , SPIDER, OPERATOR #5, THRILLING MYSTiRY, STRANGE TALES, STRAINGE STORIES, G-8,
TERROR TALLS, HOHROR STORIUS, DI DuTCCTIVE, DIIE LIYSTERY, SPICY—Detective, llystery
hdventure (3 different mags), JUNGLE STORIES, KA~ZAR, SECRET 6, CAPTAIN SATAN, Dr.
DEATH, Dr. YEN SIN, OCTOPUS, THE V HISI'LRER, CASH GORMAN (THE "IZALRD)§ SECRET AGENT X,
THRILLING ADVIli'TURES, uncanny, 1LLGIC CARPEZT, ORIENTAL STORIES, etc estc Trop me a
brief note giving me a general idea of what you have,

Oh yes, I want/need the first 5 OiPh mailings,
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Lou Tabakew i3 our friendee.esD S R
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Deadlines bother me in the faect that I try to meet them, I'm the kind whec gets
"train fever", Thus, work on this &ssue was started long before mailing #9 arrived,
Sort of a thin mailing, I might add, To some members this must be horrifying,

A few weeks ago I had hardly anything lined up for this 1lssue. Now, it looks like
it'1ll run over 20 pages, \'hile loafing around the house over Labor Day vweek-end, I
did more reading of old fanzines, (A true masochist,.,) Have read SAPS mailings #10
taorough 28; & FAPA 155 through 69, That includes & lot of crud, I'd like to see
Archie wasde through a mess like thatt

POOKA may never rate £1 on the fanzine hit parade, but I've certainly learned & lot
of what not to publish after reading stacks of old orud, How many times have we &all
read; "I'm writing this directly on the stencil & it's 3 sk, I've been drinking for
& days, now, so please ‘excuse any typos you may fin," Then follows page after pege
of effluvia. I still think a fenzine should be published with the idea that it

should be readable 5 =~ 10 years from the date it's published, Too many read like
last week's newspaper,...& & country weekly at that,
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A trader, named Sandy lloVeetle There wes an old maid »f Shanghel
Y/ith & cannibal King made a treaty. . Who was so excessively shy,
In a glass of gin-sling Vhen undressing 8t night =
liec tnasted the klngs ‘She turned out the light

And then the king--tocsted MoVeetle. For feer of the All Seeing Eye.

Backtracking to the SAPS & FAPA mellings I've been reading—I'd like to sey that I
think OMPA right nov is better than these two., SAPS for quite awhile managed to get
in a lot of bitter personalities & feuding that certainly didn't help the whole
group, PFAPA had some of this, toa, but not as much, Funny thing, some ¢f this was
caused by the same ones in etch, 1 hope OMPA never comes to that, SAPS, the young-
er of the two, spent half it's malling pattfing each other on the back & saying how
much better thean FAPA they were, FAPA being oldér & more settled, always seems to
me to be a blt stodgy. A large proportion of their membership 1e older & their fan
eherglas have run down & bit. ,

OMPA has a fresh approach & the fact that it has members in several sountriea 1a an
aeid in keeping a more rounded & diverse viewpoint, It:-also sesms mora friendlier,
One thing that Lee Hoffman Shaw mentioned that I think would be well to consider was
her idea of voting 'in nev members, If someone gets on the waiting list that 1s a
troublemaker, how would you presently go about keeping them from being a member 7.
Just & thought I'm toasing at all of you, Reactions ¢ _

% % %k %k ¥ % k %k %k & Xk ok %k k&

The moving was quite & deall Aafter making my down p&'yment on the house, the bank
account was low, I decided to move everything, myself, in order to save money., It
was largaret's. first move,- Been a long time since 174 moveds but aa & chilld it seem~
ed like we moved every 6 months. This 1s aomewhere axomxd the 20—25th pla:ce I've S
lived in. '

My magazines were mostly in epple boxes, Vhen imrned*‘aidewaya these ma.ka niee
shelves, Lou Tabakow, who was once the "ipple Box King" of Reading, Ohlo, gave me .
quite & few & 1'd collected others from the grocery stores over the years &s my
collection grew, Anyway, it ves fairly easy to move the individual boxees with the
megazines still intact, rather than repack in cartons, 7The only thing was the num-
ber of them$ I moved 96 apple boxes full of magazines & still had othera to box up
that had been on shelves, A 5 sactional bookcase had the Weird Pales & color slides,
Then, there were 4 apple boxes full of pocketbooks, about 500 hard cover books, 75
or 80 record albums of the old 78 speed, about 1,000 records in boxes, steel filing
cabinet, mimeo, desk, de-humidifier, Hi-Fi rigs ( 2 ), tools, 2 studio couches,
photo equipment and box efter box of fanzines completed the former cellar room.

After getiting all of tha.t moved out of the old place & aet up in the new, I was reedy
to start in on the household items like furniture, etc, ( The things tret tend to
clutter up & place,) I hope I never move again, It took from the middle of July tu
the middle of August, Sta.n Skirvin gave me & lot of help for which I'm grateful,
Since moving men charge ‘312,00 per hour for 3 men & & truck, I figure I saved about
$150-200, I earned it, thoughese...the penelty of being & pack-rat,

*You ain*t nothin' but & hound G0g'eeeee Ll
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A nudist who lived on our street The Reverend Mathew Alonze do Sweet
Icved to dence in the snow & the sleat, Doclded ome dey *o be indiscreet,
But one chilly Noveumper ) As usual, after & round

Ke froze every member The reverend found

And revired to & monkish retreat. You repeat, and repeat and repeat,

Miasged ths New Yorkcoanvention this year. From the accounts I've heard, it was an-
oihsr con whereby the atiendance was so great that if you didn't know anyone from
provious. cens you were icst somswhat. Chicago was the first con wvhere that happened
& a group of us set out to prevent this from happening at philadalphia bdy going to-
gushey & renting a sulte for a party room., For future cons I think all larger cities
ghenld plan to do this, '

I fael sure that I would have had & good time & enjoyed myself thoroughly at Now Yorlk,
On2 thing I did miss was in-not getting to see Ted Carnell or being adle Lo vote fo‘
London, Doc Barrett, I'm sure felt the seme,

One half of the "Gold Dust Twins" bogged down the business sassions with asinine
suggestions & motions, Seems like he does this at. every convention he attends. I
expect the con committes to receive sdverse comments because the con went into the
hole finencially, Y hat the full story is, I don't know. I do know many of them
personally & know they worked pretty hard. So they went broke,..so what, Let's

hope future convention committees will profit by their miastakes.

"You gotta stop being & hound do & be a bird dog."ceseDF

A religionist is one who is sure there is & gcd. An atheist 1s one who is sure
there isn't. An agncstic is sure that.one of them is right.seeeeStan
The U S.Navy has named their atomic submarines as followsg q :
l, Nautilus 2¢ Seewolf .Se¢ Skate ' . 4, Skipjack 5, Triton




9th MAILING

OFF TRAILS...eiling aerrived in good shape Sept 22nd, Archie did a nice Job of

wrepging. Hope you will continue to give deadline date & roster of
officers on lst psgo of every leaud like you have in this one., I trust you & Norm
Shorrock will. gat together & corcoct uy dues status by next listing,

CONTOUR.+.Likad all of the articles very much,
FANG ¢ Disappointing,

VAGARY .. Enjoyed "Them Days 1s Gone Foraever" desplite poor reproductlon & the strain
on my eyesight,

STEAM».eThe writers & editors outside the field of S-F called it "Sci-Fin over herc,
ESPIRIT...Noted

MORPH..,The installments still remain interesting. Your idea of the photo insert
is something I want to do cne cf these days,

THE LESSER FLEA .« JNoted

BURPasel'm sure Valt has good reassons for much inectivity the past year. I think

anyons (Cinarles Les Riddle as well) who s really good reasons should be
allowed leniency, Howevor, I don't think he should huave to kiss alil four cheeks of
each member, tnough, I favor letting the officears work it out,

SCOTTISHE«e.Llke the Goon story & the drawings throughout the mag,

ARCHIVE,,.Like most all discussions on jazz, Yop, I turned green, Archle, Gotita

quit drinking this stuff, I enjoy Rock & Roull, 15 years ego we calle?
that same styie, "niggor blues™, I like the beat, Another name was "race recorlds",
Decca, Bluebird, Okzh, etc all had separate catalogs or listings for their "race»
recordings. A gued book for you isy THE PL YEARBOOK OF JhZZ J246 edited by Albert
McCarthy., Publisned by Nicholson & \ atson, 26 Manchester Square, W,l, London. A& 30
pzge ciaplter on blues is quite interesting.

GALIERY.eBest item in this 1ssue was "G 7. 0" by Pavlet,

DILICNSIONS 16...C0ver was all rightt The Five Hour Hour appealed to me, Tha brief

account of your. trip was the sort of things I like to read In tlha
fenzines, RIVERSIDE label has some folk music out on Lp., I've a few, but the
quality varies due to poor 78's they were dubbed from, Suggest you play them befors
rurchasing. How ebouts SCIENCH FICTION FICTION, ATQiiIC S—-F, SOLARy SCIENCE FICTIONW
CRUD, ViARD?, SCILUNCE FICTION CONFIDENTIAL, etc for new titles ¢

VAIPOTED . sThere seems to be someons at each convention who's determined to pull a
hoax, You'll never get one big happy family in fandom, OMPA was & nat—
mral outgrowtih, It wouldn't surprise me to sed more apa's formed in the future,
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U.hy not emalgemate the llasons, Elks, 0dd Fellows, Americen Legion, ViW, K of C, etc
into one big lodge ¢ As far as I'm concerned, your suggestion of merging with FAPA
gces over like a lead balloon, There's too much pampering of neos everywhere, In
schcnl, little Johnny has got to be just as good as Joe Blow who has twice the in-
telligence. In High School, fraternities are banned because he might not get in-
vited to membership & all his grandchildren might develop engrams., Neos will break
into anything, even banks, if they want to bad enough,

I remember my first trip to Cleveland in 1950, It was in the winter of 1950-51 &

vie wore to meot & group of the locel fen at the bar of the Carter Hotel on & Sat,
eftgrnoon, Arriving a bit early, we checked into the hotel & wandered out to & book
store nearby. An insufferable, pimply faced, loud mouthed runt of a juvenile attac-~
hed himsslf to our group & started shoring us S-F. Ve appeared somewhat ignorant of
it, & answered in monosyllables hoping that if we kept quiet hso*d go away. The time
for our appointment arrived & ve kept wandering about the stors, not wanting to drag
him along to our rendezvous, Finally he left & we all breathed a sigh of reilef.
Hastily we peid for our purchases & dashed over to the bar, Loping they'd etill be
waiting for us & not be too angry at us for being late. The gang was &ll thore & in
their midst was this same nudnick% In the introductions that folluwed, it was learn—
ed that his name vas Harlan Blllson., A name that we never forgot.

Your suggestion of providing some sort of method of electing from the walting list
sort of ties in with what I mentioned sarlier,

The general subzipes are a poor place to get anything printed, I've had numerous
aerticles die because the fan editor up & quit & by the time he remembered about ret-
urning anything, it was hopelsessly outdeted. As for any neo, the sub elditors want
Ybig nemes"; not nevcomers, so he's out right there,

But, here we are getting serious & &ll worked up over & hobby thatts supposed to be
fun, Vhen OlPA is no longer fun, you won't have to kick me out...I'll bow out of
my own accord,

A bugler named Dougal McDougal

Found & striking new way to be frugal,

He learned how to sneeze

In various keys

Thus saving the price of a bugle,

Despite many pleas to install a program & make an enlargement of the 1957 Mldwestcon,
we( Doc Barrett, Roy Lavender, Stan Skirvin, Lou Tabakov & myself) are not going to

do 80, ‘/e're going to have it in June as near the end of the month &8 & banquet date
will permit. June 29 & 30 is the probable dates, Lou wants & banquet & I'm &gainst
it. It's been resolved by Lou assuming all responsibility for & banquet. Each yeer
the food, time, place, service, etc has not been satisfactory to & few lovd complaln—
ers, I figured & little shock therapy might help by having no banguet at all, The .
June date should make for w:rmer weather for swimming & allow those with vacations,

or children who'd otherwise be in sahool, attend,

Va're going to keep the same old informality & frankly hope that the attendance does
not rise. Too many makes it impossible to visit with everyone, Lou Says that Rov-—
ort lerrill plans to attend next year, so, we are waiting to see how he reacts to
our business sessions, (V.e have none.)
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Raymond W, Washington

As I write this, I am, with no enthusiasm, aphroaching my thirtieth birtbhday,
I am out of touch with fandomg I ....no longer look with ave and delight on the "big
name" fans, past or present; the years have dripped their acids on my head and many
a savour has turned sour on my tongue—but one enthusiasm remains, one promise still
bsckona, and one addiction remains uncured: the thirst for, and the joy of, science-
ficvion,

I was born in 1926, and 1t seems providentiel to me that 1t was in the same
year that the first science fiction magazine was published, My attrection for S~F
goes back even before my ability to read: to the first run of such movies &s "She",
"Frankenstein", and "Dante's Inferno". (I would agree that the latter two are
fanvesy rather than science fiction, and &lso throw in the first—run showing of "The
Verewolf of London", which I recently sav agein after so many years,)

After I saw "Frankenstein" I constructed, in my play-yard, the elosest approach
to a Frankensteinlan ap, aratus that my childish mind could contrive, I even had an
arrangement of ropes and boards whereby I could raigse the lifeless body of the monster
into an oak tree, in the hope that lightening would give him the cosmiec spark of life,

This, you may say, 1s a crude beginning; but I submit that it is some indication
of an early passion for science fiction,

I am, I hope, more critical than before., 01ld or stupid plots, without good
writing or new angles to commend them, bore me; I am impatient with faulty character-
ization and with gadgets that even my untechnological mind cen spot s unlikely,
Vhere once I bought and devoured everything smecking of science fiction that I could
afford, I am now content to pess much of it by. But the besic feeling for science
fiction remains, and if I should be here after another thirty years have passed, I
believe I will feel the scme,

There have been other passions that developed since ¥he firat rapturous discov-
ery of science fiction, and they have suffered more corrosions. They are less orig-
iral——women, liquor, and travel on the sea, For more than six years I earned my
living going to sea; I drank, then and after, what I may conservatively estimate &s
more then beneficial to my body, mind, or pocketbook; and as for the women, we may
mercifully draw & curtain over that field of endeavour. I am nov reasonably happily
merried to & blonde girl who has & B,S, in Journalism, also tvo children providad her
by me. (She argues with me over my rigid insistance upon the basic compartmentation
of fantesy in one field, and science fiction in another.)

There was & time when I sweated in the pygmy wars of fandom; when, in the uun~
lamented days of Claude Degler and the Cosmic Circle, I was in the midst of & schicm
that threatened to destroy the ddubtful unity of fandom; and if you aren't interested
in hearing of the "old days", don't vorry; I'm not interested in the telling of tham,

It saddens me that I did not meet more fans when I vwas young enough to be
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thoroughly delighted in them, I met Forrest Ackermin 1n Decembsr, 1950, after coming
home on & ‘troop-ship from Korea. Eight or ten years before he was & dem!god to me;
at tnat late dete he was only & nice fellow, vith whom I had pleasant associations,
and whom I regarded-as having a high and deserved place in the microcosm, Fandom, fox
which I still felt affection,

Fandom played an important pert in my development, I lived &s fantastic a
hermit existence in my- own home tovn as one 1s likely to find; and the personalities,
publications, -and controversics of fandom vere my food and drink, I would have been
an-even shyor and more maladjusted young ignorarmis when at last I ventured forth inteo
the tough, uncaring vorld than 1f I had not had my gestation period in fandom's womb,

I smile as. I look back on several situations I got myself into when the current
of life was taking me irto dangerous waters, Having yearred for adventure, I could
not for long allov the fear thut adventure brings to make me recant those yearnings,
The timid fan.vho retired on his: fen's monastery had more than one fist in his face,
-~ and.on one occasion, & blackjack on his head; he sweated in mortel fear when his ship
lost her power plant and rolled helpless in & typhoon in the Pacifié; after & collis~
ion at sea off New Jersey, he scrambled in terror through the black interior of a
sinking ship. -He atood at the rail off Inchon at D plus 9 and watched the 17th
Regiment disemberk, vondering, 1n sadness, hov meny of the men he had spoken to would
be killed,

-« ‘These vere some highlights, out of years -that were mostly mundane, 7' ith that
time long past, I can look back upon my fannish years‘in mcre perspectiva,

'fhey veren't bed years,

I von't ever be able to recapture my earlier delight in fandom. BPBut science
fiction—with its 1llimitable vistas of possibility in the grandeur of thia universe--
hes & sheen untarnlshed. X
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Taken ;f.‘rom the CII’CINN.TI ETQUIRER Septanber 25+ 1956 ( letters to the editor)

. In regards to your editorial -of Sept., 21, I have just finished compiling &
mathematical graph dealing with popular Americen singers, pest & presant. 7To _dc_: this,
the singer's mental & physicel ‘characteristiecs, and talents, were' translated into met”
ematical symbols from whnich equ.a.tions vere derived—producing & peculiar graphic curv:c
V.ith tals method, and recent glvis Presley deta, I have been able to prediot What the
next popular ginger will'be lika, and am scared out of nmy wit sa

Elvis Presley doesn't.worry me anymore, it's what his successor will be like tht
has me screaming, According to my calculations the next'juvenile idol will have side-
burns so long, they will meet under his chin——producing & penul*ar simian effect, In-
stead of a limited 5th grade education, he will heve no schooling at ell, and will
s8ign his name with an "X", He vill retain more than & i‘ crouch position when singing
~-he will sing on all fours,

Instead of a palpitating echo, his voice will have a sharp baying effect, & will
be particularly noticeable during the full moon, He will travel barefoct, and have a
passion fpr raw meat, The younger set will refer to him as the "ravest, meanest, most
brutish, drooliest hunk of daddy-o man”, and will quit school in his honor.

Robert T, Grumman, 3336 Boudinet Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio
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L oU TAIAKOW

"I ha;d hardly got btack from New York amd was still in that rosy convention &fter.-
glow that precea’daa the let-dovn incident on returning to the usual mundane rut,
whea I received & Sphone call from Don e.aking me to do & con report for POOKA. I
gavo him a vegie sc~so ‘asgents you kntw the mana.na kind of ansver, and was &ell aset .
with a fozen" excu.sas for not: writing ‘such ‘o report vhen I received the following
‘letter, and not being & gomplete fool, realized how much I ®anted to write it.

e

assiy; 13

September.ll, 1956 0

Dear: Iaou:

Nov that you're baeck from the blg city I need & oonvention report for POCKA.

This w111 1mmediately conjure ‘up to your fortile brain all sorts cf rationalizations
on why-éuch an article cennot be writtén, In case you get stuck, telephone Gharlie
Tanner who will supply additional raessons for procrastinating.

Howevar, spaeking &8 the ataff of POOKA, we will brook no such excuses. Payment will
congdist of two copies of the mag in which your con report appears, ( At that, that's
better pay thau some Pro mags I oould mme....L.T ) ,

Refusal to urite such & report may ceuse me to revrite some of my past con reports of
conventions ‘at which you also attended...in minute detally As you dwell on the import
of such a fiendish'idea,’ you will reslize that the emsiest way out is to write a.
standard -con ‘report of - the New York Con and let the simple mindas of POOKA'Ss editor -
end reo.aera Yo cbntent. ( Your friendly appeal has conyinced measeL,Ts )

Then too, such @ “gon report vi)1 serve to crystallize in your ovn mind the story you
intend telling Carrie about the con, It will serve as. & guide or synopsls in pour
repitition’ of sail- s‘hory v'hen ‘she cross—examines yow, ( I just tell her.I spent: the
entire time with George 0. 'Smith enf consequently don't remember enything, and even
if I did I wouldn't be’ responsi.ble...L.l‘.) ( I can't figure out vhy George 0, would
waste his time on yous...dom)” '

Stan Skirvin hds found’ 13 cinvention I.Iemory Books for me. Hla quote u.pon hearing JO
may have didcerded the rémaining unassembled coples vas: "Pabakow had better bo pre-
pared to excrete llemory Books if Carrie can't find themi"

Charmingly yours,

=5
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Since I &m so kind~hearted and obliging, ( you've got & kind face, too, Lou,)
how could I rosist agreeing vith the clear-cut logical appeal of the above, espec—
ielly as it was asked merely as a favarato a friend, and no undue pressure brought
to bear. ( I thought it vas the high rates POCOKA p&ys...Don)

Let me varn you in advance that this report will be incoherent in some placea,
incomprehensible in others, lacking details on the formel dadings, and completely
biased,

To begin with I detest writing reports of any kind, ( Yech, but that's what
keeps you ceb drivers so honest.,) If you report orally on something, you can always
make like & politician and svear you wers misquoted, ( Your idol, Harry Truman wes
good at that,..Don) Therefore vhen you set it down in imperishable print you ere
forced to temper your remarks. hlso, certain chicken- -~ -« — editors sift out your
msatier phruses in fear of beipg banned by the Post Office Depertment, ( You are so
right, If you're going to be a fannish James Jones you' 11 ha.ve to put out your ovn
megeesDON) g e .

! . One may remark cesuslly that so and so 1s & dirty s, 0. b., and later with a
clear-eyed innacent look ( I challeneg you to do either,..Don) insist you didn't say
"M3irty", One may remark in pessing thot the Hieronirms machine is "Tackier than you
CtBEini", but if you have such a statement printed you mey find yourself among the
great fz\atarnity of "Hieronimus.knonymous", and be forced to submit ( You, Lou ?.Don)
any. future attempts in writing to Real True He-llan Megazine of Pornography, Scatology
and Fetichism,'under such titles as "How I saved the price of a trip to Deanmark", or
"Never Fight a Baerracuda Unless You're Vearing a Steal Cup". ( Never mind...too late)
Note to Harlan Ellison: Rights to the use of the above title in any real true con-
fidential he-man‘'article will be releamsed for the asking. ( Yeah, &and 107, too..Don)

1 arrived at Doc Barrett's home at Indian Lake about 6 Pl Vednsdey hug, 29th,
and since any gathering of two or more fans constitutes a conventlon ve off'ically
called the convention to order and proceeded to fill each cther in on our latest
acquisatlon of pornographic humor. el

5w Vith the dglica.te finesse for which I am noted, I manei:.vpred an invitation to
dinner by remarking that I wasn't really- hungry but would have & cup of coffes and
watch them eat, Two and a half hours lster after washing down the coffee with a fev
pork chops (Kosher, of course) and su.ndry elda dlshea ve \-Lere ready to start.

I had been looking forward to-riding in an air-conditioned car, but the Joe
Bftsplk in me threw & monkey wrench into that idea, The unlt. threw a steady stream
of tepid air which felt like it hed embled through an iron foundry on its way. Akt
‘any rete we were forced to shut it off &nd -roll down the windows, relying on naturel
air-conditioners, like the commoners who whizzed by in thelir Fords and Plymouths,

( It would've taken & 10 ton unit to compenaate for all thn.t hot air.,.Don)

iidnight’ found us at Last Canton, Ohlo, about 175 miles from Indien Leke, wher:
vwe stopped at & motel, -After a refreshing four houfsa sleep, Doc took & aadletic del
ight in waking me with an artificially cheery demeanor, ( How .about the Ford way ¢ )
and ‘a half Hour later we were.on ouf way again, héving still 500 miles to gu.

I vwish to go an re.d.ard hére ‘ag atating that E.velyx_l_ Barrett does not have a pert-
icularly heavy foot on the gas pedel, She slowed dewn to deventy at the tunnels and



sumetimes even 60 if she noticed a trooper sitting at the entrance, Even at this
rate of speed it took us approgcima.tely.lz. hours to cover the rema.ining dlstance,

i About 3 H.I Te approe.ched a region of sedmingly perpetusl night. The fog and

. smog didn't’ 1ay in pockets & tendrila ag it does elsevhere. It lay everywhere like
an- idpenetrédble blanket, 46 weé crossed tne bridge amd turned on our headlights we
realized we were in Nevw: Jereey where the night people live, :

For' any fen livlng in the Jersey lowlands I wish %o make & stertling revelation,
There are places in-ouyr country rhere the sun can be seen after 3 Flils The Sun is &
large ball of incendescent gésges which lights & waerma &ll portions of our planet
.with the exception of llammoth Cave & New Jersey. It 1s here that the electric light
bulb was perfected, Edison had no ¢hoice, He had to perfect the incandescent globe
80 he could see whgt he wes doing, [ llearvhilé back at the con.s.Don)

. ‘hftér sitting for 45 minutes at.the entréi'nce of Lincoln Tunnel the cop ( Io,

. Lon; 1€'s "Police Officer", now,.,.Jon) condescendingly vaved us on and we vere per-
..mitted to enter the portals of the .sacred city. ( Yhy didn't you wave & 35,00 bill
-at him, you fools ....Don) ) ' &

T e arriyed at tho Biltmore ubout 7 Al and were met by the usual committee of
greetera in violent arguwient as to who had arrived first. I believe there was one
avid fan who claimed. to:huve been there waiting since the 1939 convention, but I
heve:it. 'on gobd authority that he is prone to stretch the truth a bit, I understand
‘toat he.vas just left over from the 1950 Hydracoh. He hed spent all his money for
originals & being unabpile: to pay nis pill had been ‘'held in escrow by the Henry Hudson
- .Hotel in lieu of .baggage, since he had pewned - hies luggage as well as his wife & kids
.to pay-for & stack of old fan mBgs. The Hudson hed finelly turned him out to make
‘room £0r a retired ecdysiast end drawn by the fan smell hed unerringly found his vay
to the Biltmore, ( The ecdysiast'a ?...Don) :

3 After a bit of room hOpping, I fou.nd myself on the subwa.y & a8t 4 AN u.nacoountabr
wound up walking alone In the ‘naijhborhood of-18lst Street. ( Boy they not only got
ri¢ of you, but took.you for é. ridel.sdon) I entered a subway ste.tion & spent 10
minutes trying to feed a dime & nickel into, the coin box et the entrance before it
finelly dawned on me-that I needed a token, I knevw ‘the ice tasted sort of strong in
the last drink 1I'd hed; * :The* cash:.er 8 cage was closed & & passer-by informed me it
wag 8 blocks to a station.that had an all-night cashier on duty, so much as it hurt
I hailed & cab & returned to the heptel, I tried to e.xplain to the driver that I also
drove a hack and Laigssez.faire ote, But he-dldn*t- spéak French & 1 had to pay the
bill in fun. ( Giving hi.m\"the finger", no doubt...Donl

i bk 8 hed promis ed Fra.nk].in Dietz to meet h.im at noon’ the next day & subway out to
102nd street where we were te 'pick up Dave Kyle's-car & bring the recording equipment
down to the hotel, .I roped Doc Barrett in on .the 'deel & after wandering about for sn
hour we fina.lly realized that ‘Kyle, ‘true to form, had forgotten all about the arrange-
ment -& had picked wp the car, himself, e .

In order to sglvage womathing’ from the trip. ro'waikéd' over to Hannes Bok's -
studio, & ‘found ‘him as interesting & vitel as ever, but still orecked un Astrologye.
However since he's eating high off the hog with his ‘income. from. readings maybe I'm
the one who's cracked.. Sti-l'l I ca.ﬁ"t help deploring the wastp.. of raal talent.
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That evening darl Perry & myself were invited to have dinner with Norm ' agner,
a former member of the Cincinnati Fantasy Group, nov living in Brooklyn. He took us
to lflema Leone's & warned us it would take 3 hours to eat, He lied. Ve were finished
in exactly two hours and forty minutes, I remember though I had never eaten & clam
before I had 15 of them prepared in different ways, which the waiter kept bringing to .
whet our appetites, " Tne closest thing to this expansive spread that I know of is th:
Pompeno Dinner I once had in Tampa, Florida, At any rate 2 bottles of wine and 20 1.2
of fcod later the waiter brought the check, and to show my good breeding & general .
lack of nosiness ( no pun intended) I turned & struck up an animated conversation
with harl while Norm peld the bill,

v.0 had set up an appointment for Ted Cernell to visit Bok'e studio at 8330 &
since we still had tire we decided to meet the gang there, I remeubered that Bok
lived on 109th street in the neighborhood of Amsterdsm ave, but had neglocted to note
the number. It is here we were treated to a very good example of the "Generous in-
difference of big cities", As soon &s ¥e began to ask questions the pesple Jooked at
us suspiciously & losing their ability to speak & understand English threw phrases at
us in = variety of Puerto Rican dialects, meanvhile gesticulating helplessly with
their hands. ( Uhy didn't you threaten to send "Cheech’ after them ¢,,.Don)

After climbing 5 flights of stairs in every 5 story bullding on 109th straeet,
we finally located Bok 1% hours later, ( Remember Natural Bridge State Park ¢..Don)

Bok told us that Doc Barrett's father had passed away thet afternoon so we beat
i1t back to the hotel where I was able to see Doc before he left. This sort of put a
damper on the thing es I knew how much Doc had looked forward to the convention, 80 I
retired relatively early, for the first & only time during the conventlox,

I read the program for Saturdey morning & slept soundly through the introduct-
ions & roll call, During the intermission I finally got around to registering & view-
ed the exhibits & huckster's vares, I was .fascinated by a little gadget about the
8lze of & turtle which ran about clicking medly & flashing & light, | henever it en-
countered an obstacle in its path it stopped & took off in a new direction, I never
did figure.out vhether it worked by radar, sound waves like & bat or by tectile sen:c:
by means of the fllaments extending from its hsad. Somedey I'll take time to listen
to some of the formal programs & find out about such things.

‘That afternoon in company with the E, &, Evan's, Steve Schultheis & & few ctheve
we waent to the Shanghal restaurant for & North Chinese meal which differs from other
Chinese cooking in-that the courses are mostly meat rather than vegetable dishes, I
recall as an example & vhole fish served in the center of the table from which ve cut
slices, I finally was able to do the carving by averting my eyes & avoiding the re-
proachful stare of the victim, ( I alvays distrust people who can't look you in the
ey®.sesDon) I know hov & cannibal fee.s-while a misaionary gazes &t him accusingly
from the atew pot.

ilorel for the tende r-hearted: Kever ‘look a.fish 1n the eye as you slice off a
filet, . ( And you'a cab driver, to0s...Don) . .

There had been quite & bit of talk about trouble in getting an orchestra for the
costume ball but the union flnally agreed to & 6 .piecs band at double time, In my
opinion the money would have baen wasted at # ‘time as I counted exactly 8 dances
averaging about 3 minutes sach. The yest of thée time was taken up with intermissions
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and Judging of the costunes, The judging was very badly menaged & dragged on interm-—
inably, After about the 30th circuit of the dance floor I began to fesl sorry indeed
for the sweltering contestants, ( You vent as your charming self, I take it...Don)

In fact the lucky ones were those eliminated & @ble to return to the side lines early,
After this fiasco it will be a breve mnsquerader indeed who vill venture to expose
himaelf again, ( But it's the girls we vant to expose themselvesi,..pon) I would
like to award personaily to each contestant a medal for bravery over & beyond the call
of duty. ‘hAnd vhile we're passing out medels shed a tear for the pour viewers who *
stood petiently on:the yim of the da.nce floor for what seemed like 2 hours while the
learned judges sat & thunk,.

S -
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'0lga Ley: 88 usual.-won the prize for the most exotic costume, Franklin pletz in
a costume designed .by Bok looked very axotic indeed- but his legs to be charitable lef*
fmuch to be desired, - ™o very beautiful gals posing &3 satellites to & muscular mele
planet took e prize largely I suspsct because of leg eppenl, Don't get me wrong, H-:
I been 2 judge I would have liked nothing Yetter -than to pin e ribben on their (pardc..
the expres:;ion) cheets.

! 'l,'.

A radio-actlve a.lien enolosed in’ a huge “lead gheath was en interesting variatioxz
a8 were the 2 auto-trophic creatures vho undulated about very realisticelly. ‘

There was the usua.l array of cheese-ca.ka princesaea & hra.wny space cadetS.s.&
damnit, now I miah I hed made notes, ' 4 ) : .

“ Qverheard as Steve Takac's wife danced by—"dareful there, my husband's watching
: "Hul®?. tv.ho cares § 1y wife's watching too, \vhat cownld he possibly do to me that
she won't ¢ o : : TS e

y *

g I found much dissatisfaction nith the way the display fooms were managed. Due
to the New York fire lems it was necessary to Keep tha doore to the display rooms

open at all timea, k watchman wes hired from 11:30 B until.morning, but the rest of
the time those vith material on display were forced td ramsin chained to their display.
( Yeah, but at Clevelamd they griped because they locked the doora during-the. regular
sessions, You can't vin....DOn)

This kind of minor irritetion which spoilé S convention for those affected
*could easily be avoided by & little advance planning &” correepondence with previous
comnittees who have faced the same problems.

g fuerys V.hy did Kyle 1gnore the n\unerous letters from the clevention committee
offering halp & advice ¢ . . : St Ly O

0verheard| "In all the yeara I've been atto’ndihg oomrentions 1 never s&v 8o
many -celebrities before," ~—hoc . Smith. i - . AL s

A few of the personalities one doesn't usually see &t National conventions wereg
"~ Al'Capp, Jean Shepherd, Nelaon Bond, Ray Cummings a.nd..dammitt new I wish I'd made
notes again, . - 8 5 3
o R Ry T e
"The hucksters, (bloas their pointed little heads) got together 6 kitty & threw a
cocktail party, but the crush of the free-loasders was so great that efter dutifully
downing 1 highball ( they twist your arm ?...0on) I-made my way to a private room
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whera I spent the next 6 hours replenishing my stock of dirty stories at the aexpense
cf \.alt Liebscher vho is tops as a dialectician in my books, ( It was all & wasted
effort, thoughe...Lou only remembered 4 of the lousy ones when he came back hcme., DF!

Lloyd Eshbach & the Cleveland group threv a party in the Cleveland suite & one
had to be facile indeed to avoid stumbling over some supine celebrity meesuring his
length on the floor. ( %!! ,.Don) I am happy to state that the conversation here
reached & high level indeed, ( Indeed..Jdon) 5N Jfvwas déevoted to brests & only 507
to legs & kindred regions. I SRR '

Overheard: Intense young fan--"'\o you behev‘e 1n tho theory of a pulaating
universe ¢ " d D 4

Bored Old Pro-—eydavxg hie near ly empty glass--“I v«ouldn't know, Say, 18 there
any more Scotch left ¢ ( Boucher € ....Don) T

Robort Ilerrill ( Formerly llerrill Gwosdof & knovn as ona of the "Gold Dust
Twins".,,Don) stirred up quite a fuss with his proposal to have the committee officé-
ally sanction a North amnerican Conference, He was busy &as the proverbiel tcat on the
hot tin roof? trying to get signatures on & petition & vas very mmch put out when I
refused to sign it, He was sven more affronted vhen I &ssurad him that the :idiesCon
committee was not even remotely interested. in being Gssignated &s tie official N, L.
conference, ( Amen...Don} He had & long list of celebriiies mames affixed to the
petition & seemed to go on the theory that because Joe cb;.ebrity eigned 14, it wae a
gopd idea. .

Sin'ce' Doc had had to leave I was forced to ease up on spending &8s I hed e $27 $0C
train ticket to buy which I hadn't enticipated; so ruch as I hated to, I didn*t play
but’ only kibitzed the pnker game in Evelyn Gold's-roou, Tucker’s marrlage sashmed to
have reformed him also, As far as I know he didn't get in a.ny poker gamas either.

( 0.K, Bob, you can give Lsu. that 35,00, nor..,*..Don)

The balance of the night I apent in Frank Andrasovsky's room in a long drewn
out bull session., Steve Schultheis spent the entire evening snapping blackmall pics,
Every time any one would get on a bed with & fem fanne he*d snep & plcture &t such &=
engle & leaving out all background detail thet,,.enyvay, he said he was merely laying
up security for his old age, but I doubt very mucn that' he'll live long endugh to en~
Joy it, v, iy :

Somoone brought in & bottle of Vodks & Frank was very much taken with It, It
elso took him. He svent the entire night quoting poetry & philosophy & assuring me
that he had now become & new now vital Andrasovsky. No longer would he hide his light

under & bushel, He would be strong, assertive,  extrovertive, ' Y hat & shams to waste .
the whole 1ine on Stevo & mysslf, He could have -had & couple of young femme fans
svooning at his feat in admira.,lon.

I flgured thet lerrill with his proposal would waste all morning, so I decided
to slesp through ths morning business session & found out afterwards now right I was
on this score, They went round & round for 2 hoirs accomplishing’ nothf ng until fin- -
ally Sprague in desperation banged his gavel & unparlimentarily “announced the session
over. ( He should have banged the gavel on HMarrlll's head..,.on)
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I think it would be a very good 1dea for future conventions to impose & gog

rule on any new motions; say 5 minutes each for the pro & con. As any fan knows
these controversial motions from the floor hive.b2en hashed out ad naseum before they
are ever brought up formally & 5 minutes should suffice-for summing up &ll the argu—
ments for'& against, ( I've a bettor idep, Lou; let's gag Merrill with one of your
“0ld socks.,.Don) Lo A T W

' At the afternoon session llerrill's proposal was brought up for & vote & Sprague
wisely limited the debate, The motion was turned down by & conclusive majority of
almoat 4" to 1, and derrill ( How rldiculous cen you get ) demanded & count of hands
saying he wes dissatiafied with the volce: vote, * I forget the exact figures but they
were some thing like 38 for & 147 against, and everyone breathed o sigh of relief es
Merrill waa forced to subgide. , . - . :

young fan introduced a motion to prohibit recruiting of any kind by exhibit-
ors; meaning the U S. 'Air Force, Possibiy he was afraid that the glamour depicted
in the postere wOuld catch him in a.weak moment & he vould vake up some morning with
& hangover listenlng to reveille, The officer in charge of“ the display explained
thet the recruiting service was the brench in charge of all such displays & the
posters, etc vwere displayed at .all places tne exhibition vislted., It was also point-
ed out that such a motion wowld prohibit any bookdealers or publishers to solicit or
sell enything at future conventlona. The motion wes of couree defeated,

t.e then‘voted on the permanent. committee & 6 directors vwere elected; 2 for 3
yeare, 2 for 2 years, and 2 for 1 year. George Nims Raybin was elected ‘legal advise:
to the committee. - . -, ; '

* The Berkeley—Oaqund group.put in a half-hearted bid for the convention, but
everycne present knew that sentiment this year was in favor of swinging the conventic.
to London, thus making & reality'of the title, V.orld Science Fiction Convention,
London, as the fans all kmow nov_was the overvhelming choice & from the talk & enthus-
iasm'I witnesséd I wouldn't be surprised-to-.see two plene loads of Statesiders attend.
One to return in two vweeks, and one to return in 8 month. Anyway, Good Luck, and
Happy COnvention, London} '

After all this vith no note of warning, Kyle anmounced he would now make the
financtal report. Ah, fine, I thaught; here’s.a convention run in & business~like
manner, I leaned back waiting to hear hor much was to be pegsed on to London,
‘Youldn't it be wonderful, I thought if ) could pasa on about 3500.00.

I wae rudely awakened from my dream by the voice of Kyle announcing that the
convention was' over $1100,00. 1n the hole'  Kyle hed gueranteed ( ' ithout coneulting
the committee) 400 at the banquet; and this at. .31.10 .per:.plate, - 4 1llttle over 300
tickuts hed been s0ld & the hotel demanded its guarantes, ‘It was either pay or be
blackballsd from every first class hotel in the: country. . e

On top af this, 3 space-sulted mennikins had disappeared from the Alr Force
display; ‘and the officer-1n-chargo trying to asvold eigning a statement of charges,
demanded 450,00 which Kyle as an hlr Force Resarve Officer felt obligated to pay.
(Anyone ever search that young fan's room who offered the motion tu ban recruiting %

v s sDon)

o ok g 7

This is the first tdme'I'éver heard of.& convention being responsidble for the
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safety of o display in a public room, If the display viere so valuable why didn't

the officer~in~-charge requisition an eround the clock MP guard ? (llaytes he wes &
Keserve Cificer, $09:0s.Dor) Vhy should the fans be heif reeponsihle for his biundery
1f Kyle fecis nvblignted; let Kyle pay, Before I left, Raybln, as Treasurer of the
commnittes, assured me hs would under no circunstences 0.,K. any check to tha Alr Force,

At any rate the §700,0C hed to be paid to the hotel as well as & numbar cf other
minor items, not the lsast of which I understond 1s 3300,00:which Kyle persueded Art
Sela to guaraniee for sume bill or other, ( The orchestrsa, wasn't it 2+42D0OR)

An appeal was mide for money & tnose present reapﬂndfed very generously I felt,
Over 3300.00 vies ralsed in an eudiencs’ numbering only avout 200, & the fars were asked
to send confributicns from their respective clubs ai homo, Harlan Bllison raised an—
otlker hwidred or so with some additional raffiles & euctions. 1 still havan®t haard
what the finael outcome was, However without queatlcn, ve -the fans are responsibie
for everything but the Air Force uispla.y.

I'd like to ask Dave some pointed quest:.ons without mea.ning to sound smug-or
nesty, ' hy didn't you avail yourself of the repeated offers of Niek Falasce to do
your printing, since he vwas still holding ¢he machine he had bought for the Glevelar .
Convention ¢ You know you could have saved at least §1,000,00 this way. 7hy wea 1t
nezassary to hire & band for the custume btall at such exhorbitant rates when you hao
no meney avoilable & no appsrant way to raise any more § ' hy, when you found out yo
were 100 seats short of fuifilling your banquet committment, didn*% you. erpesl from
the flocr explalning the situation., I personally kiow & nuwuber of fans who could &
would have bought banquet tickets had such &n appeal. been made.

I spent the last night room-hopping & wound up in Schultheis' rocm where Steve,
Frank & mysolf decided we would forego sleep altogether the fmal night. ve had a
charming concurrer in the person of Phyllis Economu, :

Af"er eating breakfast we planted ourselves in the lobby ( Pott:ed anyuay..pon)
and vrished godspeed to each fan as he departed. Frank ground away madly on his new
camere. and &t bright mid-day bemoaned the lack of light for good cléar pictures,
Someday, somewhere I'll mest o camere addmt who will look out and say, 'T, ha.t & per~ .
fect day for taking pictures.” '

At 6330 Al with & campaigners ache in my right hend from shaking hends, I
climbed. aboard tne train for Indian Lake & Doc Barrett's whare I had to pick up ny
car, I didn't have to ba back to work until Thursdey afternconat 4 & I was vory
glad that I had given myself an extra day to get ovar thet lot-down feeling one ox-
periencas after every convention at the prospect of- resum:.ng our respective dull
routine, . ( Speak for you.raelf Lou...Don) R : .

As the whesls olickety—clacked I bagan to turn over in'my elleged mind the
things I had heard end seen, the old acquaintenances I had reneved, the new person-
alities I had me.., a.nd the u.su.a.l resolutions to be:more active in fan effeirs in the

future, - 0
Some of my favorits people: ‘For' varmth and friendlinese; Lloyd Eslbach and
Jaamniia Soith, In.,el’igent, stimulatings Doc Smith, Frank Robinsoun, Pebh Blosh,
Tuzimor, 2hyllis Beonoma, Vital, interesting, friendly; Evelyn Gold, Chariie paveh,
Viern personelities, likeability, Marty Greenberg, Basll\/ells, ths E.E, Evausf,

C



Frank andrasovsky, Ben Jason, Steve Schultheis, The Falasces,

you zot my name on, huh Lou T ,..Don)

17
( Hey Lout ¢(hat list

I se9 it is an almost erdless task trying to list & type the friends I've mede

at corventions,
that overlap in other categories,

The list could be lengthened indefinitely and each has qualities
In fact I 1like all fans; well, almost all fans &
some I love; platonicelly of course, demmit,

( Of course...Dcn)

I arrived at Doc's | ednsday morning & stayed there until 3 PM filling him in

on wnat went on or came off as the case might be,

( Hey, you didn't tell me thatt..)

‘i@ set a date for early October when & gang of us will converge on Doc and add & sort
of extra chapter to the l4th Vorld Sciencse Fiction Convention.

There you have it, Ford; and let me warn you that from here on Tabakow is also

going into the blaclkmail business to be used only as a means of protection,
You can't operete & camara & you're too lazy to print a fan mag..pon)

can't scare me,

Thereuonce was & man named ilcGruder,
Viho canoed with a girl in Bermuder.
But the girl thought it crude,

To be wooed in the nude,
50 licGru took an oar and subduder.,

She was peeved and called him "Mr,”
Not because he up and kr,,

But because, just before,

As she opened the door,
This sanme Mr, kr, sr,

A serious thought for today,

Is one that may cause you dlsmays
Just what are the forces
That bring little horses,

If all the big horses say "Nay" ¢

There was & young lady nemed Twilling,
V' ho went to her dentist for drilling,
Because of depravity,
He filled the wrong cavity,
And now Twilling's nursing her filling,

There was 8 young man from liontrose
T.ho could tickle himself with his toes,
He could do it so neat,
He foll in love with his feset,
And christened them Myrtle and Ross,

( You

God's plan had a hopaeful beginning,

But man spoiled his chances by sinning.
Ve trust thot the story
Will end in God's glory,

But, at present, the other side's winning,

An attractive young meiden named Iyrtle
Had quite an affair with a turtle,

And what's more phenomenal,

A swelling abdominal
Proved to llyrtle the turtle was fertile,

A wanton young lady from Y imley,
Reproached for not acting quite primly,
hnswered, "Heavens abuve,
I knov sex 1sn't love,
But it's such an attractive facsimile.”

There was & young lady nemed Uhr
T.hose mind was so awfully purse,
That she fainted away,
In a bird store one day,
T.hen she saw gome canary wWANUYe,

Ln eccentric old person named Bough

Took all of his meals with his cow;,
He explained, "It's uncanny
She?s go like my aunt Fanayi®

But he never would indicate hov,




18 CON-FLICTS

A PORTION OF PROGRAM

By Nick ond Noreen Falasco

In the grand tradition of pest conventlions, the program of the l4th Werld S-F
Convention started one hour late. Approximately 1,000 persons were assembled in ths
Granl Bellroom of the Hotel Biltmore that Saturdey afternoon. The Ballrcom itself
was & large, ornate place, heavily decorated with plaster scroll vork, ¥ e vwere ple—
ased to see 1t ready for the meeting, Vhen we arrived on Friday, workmen hod tvhe
Bellroom and most of the foyer covered with paint drop cloths and were madly plasier
ing, painting and repeiring., By Saturdey morning, however, &ll the rubble was cloer
ed avay ard at 2300 P,M, the convention was called to order by hssistent Chairman
Jean Carrol,

1t was one of the hottest deys of the summer and humidity hung like & demp
blanket over the skyscrapers., The hall, in spite of the windows being open, was
stifiing, It was a great disappointment to the attendees that the meeting rooms
were not air conditionad, The hotsl's air conditioning stopped at the 12th floor &
we met on the 19th, Most nf the fars who insisted on being in the &ir conditioned
section were placed there by tho managsement after some little argument, Ths rcoms
were & cool oasis after the 19th floor,

During the morning, moany fens & pros had gathered in the gafe lModern, which
was adjacent to tha ballroom, and were having & reunion, The attention of &ll pre-
sent was centerzd on Ray Cummnings, of "Girl In The Golden Ator” fame, He was surr—
ounded not only by fans, but such prominent authors &8s Anthony Boucher, Edmond Hamn-
1lton, Isaac Asimov, Frank Belknap Leonz, Nelson Bond and S-F's first great artist,
Frank R, Peul, The crowd was &lmost overwholming ths colorful old gentlaman. It
was obvious that they had wanted to meet him for meny years & were making tiae most of
their opportunity. He was like a figure from & by-gonse, and, perhaps, kindlier ags,
a8 he stood againat the light smiling at these people who edmired him,

After Jean Carrol hed turned the gavel over to Chairmsn Dave Kyla, ths official
program was under vay. Mr, ¥yle made & rather lengthy spesch in which hs raviewad
vhie history of the soavention from 1ts beginning 17 ysars previously to its prcsent
status as a "WYorld gatherizg”, Iis gave us & run—-down on what the next 3 days wonld
provide as entartaimmsal, & exprsesed his happiness at having euch & good turn-out
to welcome the convention beck to New York after so many yearsa

After this ocddress, George Nims Reybin, Convention Treesurer, read the rules
by waick the conventicn was to be governed & they were passed vithout ccmment, Miss
Ruth Lendis, Executive Lssistent & cne of the lovliest girls in fandom hai the task
of keeplnz the nambers infomed on ths latest announcements & she becams & familiar
flgure on tha platfurm during the cenvention, She mede several annsuncerents, the
mess ligpcrtaat of wihich concornsd tha banguet, She urged all members to ovtain thelr
tickets for i% as thero was 2eié to be & linited supply available, *

Dire Ca L. Barrets, well known Ohic fan, collector, & one of the suinsaors of the
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annuel Midvestcon was scheduled next to give the roll call of ths U,S, & foreign
eounirigs, Unfortunately, Dr., Berrett had been called home because of the unexpected
destn of his futher, suv Dr. Ililton Rothmen filled in for him. Dr, Rothman 1s the
only man to have ever Chairmaned 2 conventions, Vhen Jim Villliams died just before
the 2nd rhiladelphia convention,; Dr, Rothman stepped in & kept things going smoothly,
The roll call itself did not seem to come off to0 well, " There wers embarassing sil—
ences when such sparsely populated stetes as Utah, Nevada and Maine ware called, &
all in all, it seemed to be & fruitless effort,

Committee member Lin Carter introduced Arthur ¢, Clarke, who spoke & few witty
words of greeting to the mambers, but saved his long addresa for the banquet, Then
came the most exciting part of every convention, the introduction of the caisbrities,
Sam Muskowitz, Anthony Boucher, Bod Tucker and Bill Hamling were schedulei to dc¢ the
Aintroducing, however Mr. Eamling did not appear. As each name was read, they gave
some of the person's backgrouni in the field & built it into & short history of fan~
dome, Thare were many vho had not besn to & convention for meny years, There were
those that always attend, There vere newcomers seeing their first big show, 41l of
‘these found the introductions fascinating, The list of celebrities 1s erdless: John
W, Campbell, Jr,., Donald Wolheim, Ted Sturgeon, Mildred Clingerman, Milton Lesser,
Evelyn Gold, Frank Kelly Freas, Randall Garrett, Edmond Hamilton and Leigh Brackett,
Isagc Asimov, Forest Ackerman, V illy Ley, L. Sprague de Camp, jJames Blish, Judy
Merrill, Dumon Knight, ¥.illiam Hamling, Ted & Judy Dikty, P, Schuyler Miller, Fritz
. Leiber, Cyril Kornbluth, Ed Emshwiller, E, E, Smith, Lloyd Eshbach, Robert Scheckley,
A, J, Budrys, E, E, Evans and on and on and on,

There was & brief intermission during which the fans again gathered in the.
Cafe Modern & tried in vain to cool cff. The 2nd session was to feature & penel of
S-F experts dlscussing the field in general, Ve cean't glve & report on this as we
were 8till in the Cafe lModern cooling off,

There had been an announcement m: ede to the effect that the ballcting for the
achlevement awards (to be presented &t the banquet for the best novel, short story,
megazine, etec, of 1956) was still in progress because so few hed voted during the
year there was no real declsion., Dr., Thomas S, Gardner was to hand out ballots %o
" all who had not voted as yet & these wera to be deposited at the door, We made &
diligent search but could not locate Dr, Gardner, his ballots, or deposit box, 80 we
gave it up as a bad job.

L, Sprague de Camp, well-knorn novelist, critic, and long-time colleborator of
the late Pletcher Pratt delivered & moving eulogy to his friend & partnar, Pratt was
& man of incredible erudltion & an expert on everything from naval warfare to S-F.
He was always ready to help an aspiring writer or give a convention committee a hand,
1f he could. In spite of the fact that a great deal of his work was cutside the S-F
fiold, he nover deserted it and it remained close to his heart. His untimely death
has left us immeesurably poorer,

: The Convention Comrittee was fortunate in being able to obtain a cclor movie
on the U,S, Satellite Progrem which was very well received. Booklats from the ¢lemn
L, Kartin Co, concorning the Satellite were distributed at the registration desk,
General Powers of the U,5. Air Force had been slated to speak, but was unalle to
make it, Instead, he sent & large display with a model rocket, some manikine dressed
in space clothes & a publicity officer to attend the display bocth, It was most
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vnfortunate that this officer vas instructed to make a recruiting speech to the

aggembly, It was poorly racelved, as might be expucted, and later, & resolution
vas introducel t6 prevent such e thing neppening in the future, (lore later.)

Saturdey evening, the Cleveland & Deiroit groups, which Inzluded ourselves,
Ben Jason, Roger Sims ard B11l Dignen, took Eorlan Ellison out for an "Appreciation
Dinnex", Last year ai ta® (leveiend Jonvention, Harlen vas rasponsible for the
succegs of our auction & wa wanted to give him our thanks, Harlan hes grovn avay
from the "bed boy" cf fandnm character & has turned into & profeesiornl vriter, He
rtas s0ld over £00,000 werds thie year alone. V.e had & vonderful tims ot dinner &
retirned.-to the hetel for the evening progran.

First on the agende was & fan produced movie entitled "Longer Than Yeuv. Thinkn,
writton by Herold Lynch & V311 J§, Jenkins, The Fhiledelphia club was rosnonsible
for this effort & it got & lot of Jougha, The next itam was to have hosn & te2lk on
"3cience-Ficilen Cn Proadwny™, by Arthur Kingsley, & N York fan, T.e hoard con-
flicting reports as to vwhother this actually took place, A rmber of people eay it
nsver did, & others say they heard it. It definitely did nct take ploce whea 1t var
schedulad,

The announcement vas still being rmde urging nll to purchase their banquet
tickets before they vere complately s:ld.

An interesting & unusual hallet entitled "glicha" was next on the progrsm., It
vas producad by Ruth Ramsey & starred iire. Cica Ley. The prcegrem described 1t as
"The Daring, V.onderfuliani Colossal hdventurss of Captsein Hero? & It lived up to its
descriptions, Mlrs. Ley, along vith baoizug & wife aml mothsar 1s one of the mcst besut-
iful women we nuve ever eeen, & 88 1If that wers not enovgh, 1s also an accomplished
ballerinn,

Following the ballet was the cocktall party sponsored by 1l publishers, fThis
would nave been an overvhelming event, exzspt for oxne mincr flew, fPhroy had tried to
pack X0 people into a room that hsld R0, The bor was go situated that when cne man-—
aged to struggle throuzh & gat thesir drinik, %lierc was no plaze to go except back
through this meb, holdivg 1t aloft, Surveying the situation, and fostering a dislike
for both Menhattans & lfartinis, we gave our tickets to & thirsty genrge Barley. The
temperature in tha room must heve basn close to 100 & this fact, couptad with the
surging mecb, mude for chaocs instead of cocktails, This affair cost the publichers a
considerable amount, but it struck many of those present that the monoy could have
been spent more productively,

Vie spent the remainder of the evening visiting vith some Chicago fans who were
Ed LWcod, Sid Coleman, Levls Grant, Jon Stopa, Bob Briney & Earl & Nency Kemp, In-
cidentally, this group is involved in one of the most worthwhile fan projects in a
long time, They have formed & company called Advent Publishers, and, as thelr first
selecticn, have published a collection cof Damon Knight's vonderful critical esseys,
The boock is called "In Search Of Wonder" § deserves & prominent place in every fan‘u
library, Damon Knight is second to none as a critic & his evaluations of S—F & tie
men who write it are sparkling, witty, knowledgable and accurate, advent is to be
congratulated on such & sterling first effort,

Saturday vas a crowded evening & ended up with the Masquerade Ball, The
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zoftumas this year wers be%tier than evar & some vere really oututending, More and
worg fans are coming in cestuws sach yeare A live orcusestra wes part of ths presram

& tha dance come oif qaite well, Afver the Grand lMarch, prizss were presented for
the best costumsas,

Towards the end of the masquorade, ve daperted with Roger Sims for Jirmy Ryan'a
and the music of Wilbur De Parie® pixieland Band,

Vie spent the rest of Saturday night in Ben Jason & Frenk Ardraso7sly's room
telking to Ben & Phylllas Kelfer, E1l1s Mills (Ohio fan now in the Air Force & an:.
International fan extroordinery) end V.ally Weter, from Seattle, Ellle showad us
Eictures from Kottering's convention & all the talk was "London in t57¢,

Sunday morning dawned dark, hot and rainy, A sightsecing boat trip around
Manhottan Island for fans was undervey, but the sight of water would heve finished
most of them off forever, so 1t vas sparsely attended.

Vie hsd breskfast & returned to find the afternoon session lats in beginning,
Throughout ths entire ccavention, program selections were switched arcuni, ard at on
tims, with cancellations & switches, fuw speakers knew vhen thsy were to eppecx,
John Campbell was s3son alone in the hall looking for Kyle, He told us he did not
kncw when he vas to speak & he was very upset,

o,
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The afternocn begen with an address by P, Schuyler liiller, bnrok reviever-ant
vriter, who gave an asgessment of the readerts survey of S~F books that he had c¢con~
ducted in his column in Aetounding Science Fiction, 1Ir, Miller ren & similar survey
several years ago & got some surprising anovers to the queation " hat are tlhie 1IC vest
S~F books tuat are basic to every fan's library §", The pacsage of time has toppled
some favorites and crested scme newr on?s, However, the McComas and Healy anthology
"Adventures in Time and Space", end Heinlein, van Vogt and Aslinov eare still securs
In the reader's affections,

Don Ford, editor of Pooks, and prominsnt Ohlo fan wes to give & run down nn
the Trans-hAtlantic Fan Fund to date. fn addition to the Ford famlly kept Domn houa
this year & he was sorely miessd, Ted Carnall, Chairman of the Loaiomn (Qon, gave the
British report & was %o have been followed by Ellis Mills, reporting on S~F in Ger-
many, but there was enother slip-up in scheduling, and Mills never appsared,

The saddest thing of all, program-wise, was the fact that Kyle hod counted on
some very big names in mainstream literatura to spesk. They inclnuded Hormen v ouk,
author of "The Caine Lutiny" and the short story “The Lomokome Papers®, hldocus Huxlsy,
auntner of ¥Brave Nevw V orld", and Philip 7Tylie, who wrote "Pommcrrow® & '™ han U orlds
Collidav,; etz, Kone of these people appsered & Kyle felt it necassary to reai their
letisrs of rofusal, This was in rathker bed teste, as such correspcnience is usually
e form letter typed by & thlrd secratery. Huxloy was in California, Vylie in Mlaridc
(kie keme) & V.ovk was "out of towa', The surprise would have baen, if any of themn
Ard fhovin vp .

Teia 1s not t¢o important, in itself, because contrary to bellef, moot fana
woald ipuch rather see Asinov, Bloch & Carrsett than 5 Aldcus Huxleye, all linad ap,

récple wid failsd to show, Thore were others present, who, by their preserce ¢a the




progren, would have mede it a ronsing success, but were never even asked to speak,
Thig w3 the ranl tragedy, & &t thls point the convention turned into minor chaos,

In the seccnd aftz:rwcon sasalan, Joha Carmpbell finally got to deliver his talk
cn Paicnice & we spert vns rost of Lthe Lina tulking to Sam Moskuwritz & Rickey Slavin
& have no 4idea vhat lapoen®, U2 uoste, hwrever, that Wallece 7T.est wes achaduled to

speaXk, & a% no time Jd.4 Tz ss9 lim anyyhsre., '@ 4o uot thirk ho appeared.

By this time the altsndance 2% tha program vwas dvindling, After ita first doy
. pack, 1t siever sg2in Lad mors teen A2 people, losi censinns had {=er than 1C0,
L% thd businesd maeving, it picked up a2 little,

kftor this, Harlesa Elllscn & Sem lloskowitz conducted the auction & tho lMcrris
Scott Lollane paintings were aold as fest s they vere pudt up, Thore vas no back-
drey this yenr, sinze it was sald thst ke Dollszact arrived too lute tn ba imng,

At the end cf the auction, another very important part of the convention was
teking placa. adout 25 pucpls cuat of the 1,000 rogirterad; gathered in the beck
balcony of the hall to discuss tuas 3y-LAws and any chkanges in thaa,

It 1s an etsraal craractsrigtic of Tans 4thot thsy never got interested 1n
motions & by-liema until it is Yoo lats $0 de cayihilng edoah thou, & this conveoation
was no exception, It wes o long; blitver seesicin and had unforiumasely beon schedul-
ed just befora tha banquet. So, natvrally. everyone ves auxious to have 1t over
with so thoy conla dcess for dinmen, Phsis viere meny odjsctlons to the by-laws, the
technicalities of which it Is bsyrad $he acenc of this renort to discuss, and 1lndeed,
would be & ifull ropory by thomscivas. Tke mzin shjections contarel on the incorpor-—
ation of the ‘.czié Sociecy withovnt A vots of ithy momkera. (@Gsosrge Nims Raybin, act-
ing as cocmuliizo lemyer & anse convontion treacvrec, stated that thore weie 1D MAM-
BERS of tha Socisty &b the tipme of ite inccrporaticn sinece ho bad not legally re-~
ceived the duas & list of peid mamdars, a3 Dreasurer, fals wss & pclat, ths moral-—
ity of which is open to guesiion. Comzenavs of cpinion seewwd Lo be that it would
have been frr batter Lo vote on tha instorncrstion a% this convantion, But 1t was
already en eccomplishked fache Tl hy-liews that bad bacn drawn up vy & committee
headsd by Dave Kyle & Gucrge raybin, vere distasteful Yo meay persona, It was pointe
ed out, by Genrgs, thnt if thay vere nut acesptad & pessed by the coenventlon proper,
at any time in the future, the thres cvurrent cdirectnrs/Dave Kyle, Gsorge Raybin anl
Avt Saha) could meet and pass thesa by-lavg aud they wovld bs vinding, There was
8ilso objecticn to the fect fant tha commitites officers are no longsr respcnsitbls for
the debts of the society, buvt rather, the society &s & whols, 1s, Thia la an import..
ent point, e&s we shail sea later. . These are just a fractioa cf the behinc~the-sscene:
events that made up the dissensicn &% thls convention & what happened concerning
them may prove of greet lmportence to ferdlem in the future,

At lost George Raybin, using the premise that any changes in the by-lews would
Just cause confusion, psrazedad thoss who Lad any changes to withdraw tham, for the
present, and the session adjourned ln a flurry of bad feeling,

The banquet began a little aftor 8:00 p.m., & vas attended by 310 persons,

The main course of the dinner was raw chicloa & Al Capp. Mr, Cepp did very
well & shoved himgelf to be & real S-F fan, Ahfter his speech, the large crovd that
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¢id not attend the dinner was admitted & the program continued, Isaac Asimov, Boeb
Bloch, and Rendy Gerrett delivered various humnerous remarks on the state of science~
fiction & fardom in gereral, ALArthur C, Clarks gave his main addrese, & & brillent
one it was, He ranged far & wide in this topic of s~f & what is wrong, (end righty)
with it, Bach point was tellingly made & Mr. Clarke received & standing ovation,

The achievement avards were presented by Bob Bloch, 7The trophy was an 0lde-
mobile hood ornament bolsed to & board and, unfortunately, there was only one of
these, Toastmaster Bloch announced that as each vinner came forward to accept 1t,
ha should poee for the photographers with it, & then return it to the podium, so the
naxt perascn could receive it, There vas an amouncement to the effect that others
vere being made & would be mailed out to the winners later,

Robert Helnlein won for best novel of the year, lMurray Leinster for best
novellet, A. C. Clarke for best short story, Astounding Science~Fiction for best
megazine, Inside for best fanzine, * illy Ley for best feature writer, Frank Kelly
Frees for best lllustrator, Bob Silverberg for most promising writer & Damon Knight
for best critic,

A movie preview was to follow the banquet, hovever none was ever shown & the
progrem broke vp about 11:00 p.m, At its conclusion, we retired to a typical fan
party in the Clevelani blook of roons. '

londay was still very hot & by then, the strain of the heat & little sleep was
starting to tell, V.e had & harried breakfast at the hAutomat & got to the ballroom
in time for the morning business session. L, Sprague de Cemp vas presiding & once
again proved himself to bse & brillant parlimeatarian, This session wvas s0 complic—
ated that nething iess than a tepe transcript would be nscessary to repor% what hap-
pened with any degree of accurscy. Most of this discussion cencerned & resolution
which would provide for & "North American Conference" endorsed by the Y.orld Society
in any ysar the convention went abroad. MMost of us present vere agalnst it on the
greunds that it was unnecessary, for one thing, &8s there would be many local ccnfer-—
ences enyway, & that 1t was morally wrong, because it vould mean handing other co-
untries an empty title, Merrill Cwosdcf, (rnow called V 1lliem Merrill) who presented
the resolution, did not have t00 meny supporters present, He attempted to delay
voting on this resclution until others arrived, He used every parlimentary device
to dolay, including the fact that no quorum was present. Since the by.-laws did not
define & quorum {end it would have been impossible to get one) de Camp ruied the
entire session invalid on just those grounds, In order to circumvent suzh a thing
in the afternoon sescion, the 3 directors got together & rvled that a quorum was 30
people, It was not too legal, but was accepted because another call for a quorum
might have wrecked the business session & there would be no 1957 site chosen,

The afternoon begen again with & panel of experts ansvering questions that
were at best, half-hearted, There seamed to be & mix-up in panels. & what was $o
have been the fan collectors panel turned into an information panel, with half of
each panel making up the vhole, It was most confusing,

At the afternoon business meeting, the by-lews were passed by & slim margin,
Most of the poople present by then realized that it was & case of "or elsemn. You
would get them one way or another, so with much reluctance, they were passed, Dir-
ectors of the new society were elected & these were: Forrest Ackerman, B, E. Evans,
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Dave Kyle, Roger Sims, Jimmy Pavrasi, Nick Falasce, Franklin pletz was named re-
cordar-kictorian & Gecses Ravhin, lsgel roprrosastative, Site bidding began. 1% was
London aczinst Berkelsy, bﬂ...lfsu!‘ o & Lonion took it easily to make it & real
"W.orld Conventiocn®,

.

The resc_ution to FeTe o TrwSh gmaricon ,'_\nferonéo was defeated & 8lso the one
forbidding resruis T ’ 5 vore in agreensnt with the spirit of
this, but it got insc Mive so it v defoated,

5 eat o
apesert territs 137,
At this roind on Iondsy aftorpssu, Davs K7la made an anncuncement that comple-
tely demoralizil vhes romalind of the comrentici, He solid that ther had lost a
~tal of U700, and weve complet:ly banirint, Of this fieure, JC3% wau lost cn the
"baa;q}u..:-t, S8 en the hord, Lé..JO & 4300 maro ascrided vo the loss cf the tr TFore

Hariking & Cover paintings,. regpectively, thet wers stolen. Ifore ahiuy tuwsa later,

Kyie etated thnt the sommitiee kad guarartesl the hotsl 400 persous 8% the
spount & only 10 had pruchased sickeis, 'rhegato‘ e, thsre ware 20 tickets left
ver at & prize of §Y.1) por oicl@* tn nev o o eald that tho Masicians Union

" forced tham Yo telw & Iarger Land than tker "'unt 3 & t.act the extra sl vent
for trat, FEe &alzo saild, on ihe same suhicct, thel in past yoars, fams vho played
Inetrunents had Acuatul their se-wicis Znse but thet Toaw Yori vo3 103 so fortunate,
mie hir Ferce manikins rad beer tal=n vhen Lk élsplay vas 198t ungearded by the
officer in charge, ard avo, being u norbuor of 1@ reserves, feli L% his duty Yo pay
for them, ILunlily, 2 of those lzter turrad Up, Sone of the vary valuckls cover
paintingz, that had besn loemed b the pubiishsrs for dieplay purposes only, had
also becn stolen, end Dava felt that thsas chowld be peid Lor,.

A brief analysis cf the situmsticn revenled theose factsg at the tims the comm~
1ttes gave tha botel 1ts guarontse, in wrising, for the wwuber of people %o attend
the hanquet, only 750 poreons vera regt ."ﬂ“ﬂz_i Ths banguet was the highest priced
in oonvantion,histcrg, a4 37,10 per tickeas, On ths tacis of reuzistraticn, no more
then 250 parscns at ths‘varv moat shomld hove tatu eaaranteol the hotel. Kyle stat-
ed thaet the cormittra a1d not wish %9 Inwva ta diga; "‘C‘i“u any Jata comars who wantend
tickets, so thoy kadl given a k? grarartue,  Hotals have 8 sob policy wherchy “hey
20 you IRy give shem, &% any %ime up to

~:

will accept J’)/af.u-m pesple thrn avy Shsrante

‘1 hours tafo-s hoenmeb tima,  Far hebuer f muld hava beon, o disappoint a few
porsons than *a *wr\ sowh e rick with con sion fu.ndﬂ Pis registra%icon & price
of banquet sirmyl:- &3 net werrent <ugh and ,r,x ganrantes, Even with Al Capp as an
her d'oourvc; & ;o: of fans v ill thimk dwics befere they sacrifice the price of two
books to sec him, '

P
w

’J 5t x‘? \

In addition to iz, efter the gunrantes ves given & the tickets were still
unsold, it wonld hava tasn 20D timas betiar Yo emmcuce thet if the romeining ones
were not 8cid, the converiion would be Lasliomi, than $o announce In an off hend
meanner that "o limitted roaator ars stiil availchiew.,

In any discussion of banis at masqierads balls, it must be rememhered that
meny ccuvestions have hed no band at a'l, caly phenograph records, Two that ve
know definitaly &}d have & hand, vere San Franclsco & our own, (leveland. In both
of these cases, “ens did not domate ticir mervices, but profecainnol orchesiras were
hired & paid herd cash, V.0 are vnables to cheock on this, but it I3 e2id that one

other convention had & bend which msy or moy nct have baen fan donated, In any case.
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1% 1s bad practice to spend money you do not have,

The manikinsg & some of the stclen paintings vere recovered, so that debt 1s
largely invelicdated, The FP.3,1. vas calied in to investigate the diseppearsice of
the menikina becauso thay usoro govarnnment propersy, HEed they not becen recevered,
however, Gecrge Nius Rarbin vus k3ard carestailng to sue Tave if ha paid for them -
with convention unds., BEarliier, George n2d 10ld us thot in case o convanticn ever
went baxikrvpt, ths crefitors could sus fur yeans & naver collzct, This seems an odd
moral peiny, esvaciclly sinze the prime reusen for havi *Js' 8. so*iery at 6ll is to
give Tandoin Aignlity & Us anls 49 point ¥9 4 sponsoring vody {or the bemeflt cf hotel
marnegerg. Ve can't halp wendering hov mary hotel nmapagars vwilil be impresssd by a
Society thnt is ha.ﬂ-:'.“lp‘ & baing suved in ccurt by past wtsls. 1% is well that by
the enl of the corvoniion, all byl sbout 400 vas ccllecied to make up the dsbvi,
Things Acclz mwch brightor for both Wen York & Londen,

Davs locked vwary tired a$ ths end of all this. but he & the committen bore up
bravely. AlL ot thic, of courss, poiuts up the fact that it is wrong & Qangerous
to take finencial :uspnnmL 1:3' gray Trom ths comuitiee, It ia a rain thot keeps a
closs vatsh on finances, tand, as things now stand, pecple vho had nothinz what-
ever to do with incurring :’:. cin te ksl resnonsiblie. Focr theeo many years,
conventlons hweva mede & little wraey or hieke aven, tiera is no reaseon tc supposs
they weuld »o% do 86 in fae futirs, 12 you, yrwsell, will be held to account for
the money you spend, yeou will tidak twlca a&bout i%, How many persons will even vant
to bid for a convesaticn that carries & 300 debt & a'lewsuit with it ¢

3.
5

Putting on & convention is difficult, yes, but not as trying as 1t 1s sometimeca
made out to bs, You nsed graft permsverunce & the ability.to taka advice from people
%o have had expsrioncs Ia running ona, You must give umealfishly of your tima and.
perhops, your oun rmonsy & adbeve &ll, ug9 your eomasc: 095G, Thie is not meant as &
critinism of tha New York group, some of thom vorksl very kard indead. However it 1=
nct enctgh to win 2 convention & then vait until Juns to start orgexizing it, Ycu
mist work on 1Y every day for ahout e yasr & forget overything eisa, thsn you will
hsveo & gure suscass, IFf you do n2t, trhen it is ealy & force of nature that kept you
from dcing 89, you have the satiefaction cf lmuwing you @id all you coul

Therse wos no pregram on the lest evening cf the convention, hcvever there was
to be & special perforreunce of Harel lapelzs Y"[hs Maxkropoulos Sesres™ at an off
Broacway theatra, Tiewkste for this wera 31.80., Ve huvd not mst anyone wio went &
d1ld not go ourselvae, so we tardly ere gualified to revisvw it., R2ther, veo saw Rex
Harrison & Julie Andraevs ia "y Falr Ledy", so we don*t feel that we missed too much,

To sum up the entire convention prcgram, it may be said that thoss fortunate
persons who knew a lot of peosple & got arovnd to teli to them hed a good time. Those
at their lst convention, little Joe Fan, who does rnot know the big namas & depends
on tho program for entertalimsnt was vary disappointed. So much of it vas cancellsd,
or rescheduled beycnd recoguition, or just foll flat, that it made for one of the
most haphazard conventicns in history.

A word of praise for certain members of the New York commlittes. Struggling
against almost insurmoanteblse odds, they ceme through in magrificent style, In par-—
ticular lest us commend Art Sahs (& tower o strengtn), Dick Bllington, Frark pletz,
Ruth Landis, Jean Carrol & Dan Curran, Theso people gave bayund the call of duty,
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1 found out that I ended up with a blank side left over, This is designed to fill
that spaco & at the same tire allcr me scme finnl rords of wisdom to Impart to you,

Niek & Noreen vro%te me oftar their piece was stoncilled to add 1In a paragraph, To0O

lata, The gist of it wus the fact that Ben Jacon & Frank Andrasovsky shelled out a

bundle of cesh to throw the Cleveland party they mentioned., Nick & Noreen wanted to
be sure those tvo got credit for their cct of kindnoss,.

As for the Mew York con, most people I've talked & written to feel sorry for pave
Kyle rather than angry with him, There is considerable feeling that the committes
who helped Dave was shoved into the background as far es glving them any recognition
at the con was concar ned, and tkat they really did o lot of work which entitles
them to more thanks & praise than they received. I gained the distinct impression
ttat once again o convention was put on by just & handful of people who wera svamp-
ed with wvork, I rather suspect that a lot of fans who gave big promiees cf all tha
help they were going to do...didn't,
* %k x %k k ok % K ok % %k %k &

The following piece 1s gquoted verbatum from TIIE Oct 22, 19562

Said the University of Toronto's President Sidney Smith to his studentsy "If
you choose to vork, you will succead; if you don't, you will fail, If you neglect
your vork, you will dislike it; if you do it well, you vill like 1t, If you Jjoin
little cligues, ycu will be self-setisfied; if you meke friends widely, you will be
interesting., If you gossip, you will be slandered; if you mind your owvn business,
you will be liked., If you act like & boor, you vill be despised; 1f you act like a
numan being, you will be respected., If you spurn wisdem, wise people will spurn
you; if you seek wisdom, they will seek you, If you adopt & pose of boredom, you
will be & bore; if you show vitality, you will be alive, If you spend your free
time playing bridge, you will be & good bridge player; if you spend 1t in reading,

discussing & thinking of things that matter, you will be an educated person.”
W ok % Kk Kk %k % % Ok *k ok ok ok k ok Kk %k

The Cincimn..atl Fantasy Group ha&s had some eddress chenges & moves lately, New
cddresses are:

Stanley C, Skirvin 1476 Foxviood Drive Cincimati 31, Ohio WE~1-7954
“alter E, Pratt Box 264 Perkergburg, Y. est virginla

Dale Tarr has moved, also, but I don't kmow his address as yet. His mld 'phone no.
is still the same, though,..AV-1-2864,

% W ok %k % *x ok % kN * %k ok Xk
Doc Barrett is mellovirg, now, In fact we think he might be getting old, He traded
off his Red & Yellow Chrysler for o vhite Lircoln. Maybe too many people kept mis—
tuking it for a taxi, that he decided a color chenge was dusa,

Roy Lavender has acquired o tapo reqdraer & Llt's no longer safe to even pass wind,

e - - - - - - - - - - .

Overheard on & camera club fleld trip: "Ho's going to focusi®

- - - - - -— - — - — — -— -— - mm w — — — - - — - - —

See you in a mailing or tvo, ' hat with working 7 days a week, getting the house
winterized, TLAFF, fan sctivities, cemera club, etc I'm busier than & cat on & marble
floor.
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